The vacancy in the list of Honorary Surgeons to the Viceroy, caused by the lamented death of Surgeon-Major R. W. Cunningham. M. D., has been filled up by the appointment of Surgeon-Major G. C. Chesnaye of the 4th Goorkhas,
The death-rate of the town of Calcutta for the year 1881 was 30 per 1000 against 28"7 in the preceding decennium. The excess of mortality was due to a considerable increase of cholera deaths. Fevers were less fatal than in previous years ; the mortality from small-pox was considerably below the average ; the number of deaths from bowel complaints was below the decennial mean, but an excess of deaths ?appears under other causes.
The registered birth-rate of the town was only 17-2 per 1000 of population against a still lower rate of 14*2 in the previous decennium. A low birth-rate is to be expected in a town in which there are 179 males to every 100 females, and when a very considerable proportion of the latter are unmarried and unproductive ; still the very low rate quoted, above has been proved by the recent census to be wrong, and taking all the circumstances affecting the question into account, it is thought that 24 births per 1000 is something like what the birth-rate of Calcutta ought to be. 
